March 28, 2010

Fifth Sunday of Lent

(    MASS INTENTIONS    (
March 27: - Vigil: Palm Sunday of the Lord’s

                   Passion

  5:00PM – Normand Beaulieu by Sonny & Ann 

                   Marie Ashley

March 28: - Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

  8:00AM – Carol Rego by the Family

  9:30AM – Daniel Ferree by wife Margaret & 

                   Family

 11:00AM – Thomas Paul & Matthew DeFusco by 

                     the DeFusco Family

March 29: - Monday of Holy Week

  7:30AM – People of the Parish

  7:00PM – Healing Service with Benediction

March 30: - Tuesday of Holy Week
  7:30AM – M/M Alexander C Warr by Bette & 

                   Donald Messier

March 31: – Wednesday of Holy Week

  7:30AM – Timothy Ashley by Mom & Dad

April 1: - Holy Thursday

  7:00PM – Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper

April 2:  - Good Friday 

  7:00PM – Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion
April 3: Vigil: Holy Saturday

  8:00PM – People of the Parish

April 4: - Resurrection of the Lord – Easter Sunday
  8:00AM – People of the Parish

  9:30AM – People of the Parish

 11:00AM – People of the Parish

Your Offertory Trust

Thank you for your Parish Support through Your Offertory Trust.


BUDGET: $5,497.31


ENERGY: $ 771.00
Good Friday Collection

On Good Friday, April 2, 2010, our parish will take up the annual Good Friday Collection for the Holy Land. Please be as generous as you can in support of Christianity’s holiest of places. Thank You!

ENERGY OFFERING Budget Envelope

Please place this envelope in any first collection this month with your weekly budget envelope. Thanks

Week at a Glance

Monday thru Friday: 

8AM to 9PM – Eucharistic Adoration in Mary,

                 Mother of all Nations Chapel 

Monday March 29:

7:30AM – Mass 

8AM to 9PM – Exposition of the Blessed 

                         Sacrament

4:30PM to 5:30PM No Religious Education Class

6:30PM – Senior Youth Drop-In: Camphouse

7:00PM – Healing Service with Benediction

Tuesday, March 30:

7:30AM – Mass
4:30PM to 5:30PM No Religious Education Class

Wednesday, March 31:

7:30AM – Mass 

4:30 to 5:30PM No Religious Education Class

4:30PM – Altar Server Rehearsal: Church

6:00PM – Ecumenical Lenten Service: St Bernard’s 

                Church Assonet

7:00PM – Lector Rehearsal for Holy Saturday

Thursday, April 1:

4:30PM – Altar Server Rehearsal: Church

7:00PM – Holy Thursday Mass

Friday, April 2:

11:00AM – Altar Server Rehearsal: Church

3:00PM – Stations of the Cross

7:00PM – Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion

Saturday, April 3:

8:00PM - Easter Vigil Mass

Sunday, April 4:

8:00AM - Easter Sunday Mass

9:30AM - Easter Sunday Mass

11:00AM – Easter Sunday Mass

Coffee and Donuts

Stop In!! – Neumann Hall after the 8AM and 9:30AM Mass March 28th  .The Women’s Guild will be hosting the serving of Coffee & Donuts this Sunday.

Please Note: There will be no Coffee & Donuts next Sunday Easter Sunday April 4, 2010. A Blessed Easter to All.

Easter Sunday Collection

Second Collection: At all Masses next Sunday, April 3-4, 2010 annual Easter Collection which will benefit the retired and infirm priests of the Diocese of Fall River.

Holy Week 2010

Holy Week is the time when we reflect most deeply on the great mystery of God’s love for us. Through our participation in the liturgies, we recall the saving events of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. 

March 27 – 28: Passion Sunday: 

We will bless the palms and recall the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem. At the 9:30AM Mass, join in the solemn procession. Gather on the lawn between the church and Neumann Hall. (weather permitting)

March 30: 4:00 PM at St. Mary’s Cathedral in 
Fall River:
Annual Chrism Mass

Parishioners who would like to attend the Chrism Mass should call the rectory to obtain tickets. At this Mass, all the priests of the diocese will renew the promises of ordination. Also, the Bishop will bless the oils to be used in the sacraments.
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April 1: - Holy Thursday: 


7:00 PM – Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Tonight we commemorate the “night before Jesus died” when he gathered to celebrate the Passover with his disciples. The traditional “washing of the feet” is our reminder that we are all called to serve one another in the Lord’s Name.

April 2: Good Friday


3:00 PM – Stations of the Cross

Join the youth of our parish as they lead us down the “via dolorosa” recalling the events of the day of Jesus’ eternal sacrifice.


7:00 PM – Service of the Lord’s Passion

Participate in the reading of the Passion and the veneration of the cross.

April 3: Holy Saturday


8:00 PM – The Great Vigil of Easter

The most important Mass of the whole year! This is the goal of our Lenten journey. Gather around the fire; follow the new candle and see the light of Christ grow from the darkness

THE GLORY OF THE 

RESURRECTION IS UPON US !!!

Weekend Adoration for Priests Vigil

To celebrate the “Year of the Priest” and in thanksgiving for our priests, the New Bedford Diocesan Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Program adorers at our Lady’s Chapel in New Bedford is sponsoring a Vigil of Prayer on April 16, 17, 18, 2010. The weekend Adoration will begin on Friday, April 16th at 6PM with a Mass and continue until 12AM. – Saturday April 17th 6PM Mass and continue until Midnight. Sunday April 18th will begin at 1PM and end at 5PM.

All St John Neumann Parish organizations (Women’s Guild, Couples Club, Youth Groups, Choirs, etc) are invited to participate at the vigil of prayer on any of the three scheduled days at Our Lady’s Chapel in downtown New Bedford.

Prayer Time

What Are You Doing this Lenten Season?

Have you thought about spending some time in the little chapel? Come rest and pray. Find the peace that we all need in our lives.

There is Divine Mercy at 7:00PM every Thursday.

Also every Monday, there is exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 8AM to 9PM and on the last Monday there is a Healing Service. All is available to you. The choice is yours!!

Women’s Guild Meeting

April 5, at 7PM is the next meeting of the Women’s Guild in Neumann Hall. There is to be a presentation by Mary Ann Mont from New Bedford Health Care Center on health care proxy. All are welcome to attend!!

Senior Youth Ministry
Drop-In – Come and check out last week’s productions. See you at the Camphouse Monday night 6:30 – 8:30PM. Hopefully the T’s will be in.

“7 to 99” – It’s time for our annual visit to 7 churches then to the 99 Pub Restaurant after the 7:00PM Liturgy in our own parish we will visit 6 other churches together, where we can say a few prayers. When completing our tour we will meet at the 99 where we can share a meal together. It’s a great night of fellowship. Bring your family and friends. Get your permission slips at “Drop-In” or outside the Youth Ministry Office. It will be a late night. We will be getting back to Neumann Hall around midnight. This all happens on Holy Thursday, April 1, 2010. If you need a ride please RSVP by March 30 so that we can arrange transportation.

Good Friday – We can use lots of help to make Stations of the Cross special on Good Friday. Hope to see you all there.

7th Annual “Eggstravaganza” Well here we go again. It’s that time of year. Don’t miss out – Ask About – It’s an Eggselent time. This years event takes place on April 12th from 6:30 – 8:30PM at the Camphouse. We’re hoppen you’ll all be there!!

Hail Marys For Peace

Be a part of the plan and commit to one Hail Mary a day for “Peace.” All together we can make a
difference and become one person praying from the “Heart” for “Peace.”
Junior Youth Ministry

Good Friday Stations of the Cross – We’ll be teaming with the Senior Youth Ministry and our parish Altar Servers again this year for the Good Friday Stations of the Cross at 3PM this Friday, April 2. We’ll need a total of 14 cross bearers and 2 readers. Please be in the Narthex by 2:30PM at the latest to secure your spot. If you have questions, or to sign up, call Mr and Mrs Durand at 508-763-3117. Thanks!!!

Drop-In – Our next drop in will be Friday, April 9th from 6:30 – 8:00PM at the camphouse. Hope to see you there!!!
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Soon and very soon – We’re going to need your help!

Our first festival work party is scheduled for Saturday, April 10th – 8:00am to 12:00noon (pending the field condition and the weather). The main activity is to unload all of the trailers and get the materials into position on the field. Many hands will help make the day go smooth and we would greatly appreciate your help. Please consider helping us out no matter what time you can make it. Just remember to dress warm and be sure to wear waterproof footwear to stay dry and cozy. 

Each following Saturday we will be out on the field building the booths and making things happen – so come and join in all the excitement. A little bit of your time will go a long way in making our festival a success.

Fried Ice Cream booth needs staff for the weekend. The Therriens have committed to getting the ice cream balls ready, but they will not be available to staff and run the booth.

If you would like more information about any of those positions, or are interested in volunteering, call Ray or Elaine Bedard at 508-763-5095.

Lakeside Derby Chair

 We are looking for a booth chair to take over the very exciting Lakeside Derby! The Wheel goes round n’ round. Does it land on you?

Please contact Joe Martino 508-946-0385 or 508 825-3601.

Silent Auction Looking for New Donations

Please consider donating a “new item” that could be auctioned-off at our Silent Auction Booth. What a great way to help support the Festival!! These items will be used to create different theme baskets – so no item is too small. Please contact Doris Boivin at 508.965.5754. Thank You!!

Diocesan Divorced and Separated 

Support Group

This group meets at the Family Life Center, 500 Slocum Road, North Dartmouth, Ma from 7:00 to 8:30PM on the second and last Wednesdays of each month. There is no charge. It is open to all separated/divorced persons.

March 31st – The Divorce Care Video Series continues with, “New Relationships.” This presentation shows how you can be hurt by premature new relationships and offers ways to know when you are ready to enter a new relationship. Discussion and refreshments will follow.

For further information please contact: Group Facilitators Joanne Dupre (508) 965-9296 or Bob Menard (508) 673-2997 or (508) 965-2919 anytime or Jerry and Scottie Foley, Program Directors, Diocesan Office of Family Ministry (508) 999-6420 9:00AM to 3:00PM weekdays.

Ecumenical Lenten

Bible Study

Again this year, the area churches will gather on Wednesdays of Lent for a Soup Supper, Bible Study, and prayer. A Soup and Bread Supper will be served at 6:00PM followed by a Bible Study and closing with prayer at 8:30pm. 

!!!Deepening Shadows!

March 31 at St. Bernard’s, Assonet


Service of Tenebrae

Boston Catholic Men’s Conference
Please join over 2,000 Catholic men who are attending the 6th Annual Boston Catholic Men’s Conference on Saturday, April 17, 2010 at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross in Boston. Speakers will include Cardinal Sean O’Malley (Mass Celebrant) and the EWTN “Crossing the Goal” team of Danny Abramowicz (former NFL player), Curtis Martin (founder of the FOCUS campus ministry), Peter Herbeck (Catholic renewal speaker), and Brian Patrick (host of a Catholic syndicated radio program). For more information, please contact Ryan Levesque (508-944-8911 or ryanlevesque@comcast.net) or visit www.CatholicBoston.com. 

Marty Rotella Concert

Marty Rotella concert sponsored by St Joseph-St Therese Church and the Men of the Sacred Hearts will be held on Thursday, April 8, 2010 at 7:00PM at St Joseph-St Therese Church Hall, Acushnet Avenue, New Bedford. Ticket donation: $10.00. For tickets or for more information please call St Joseph-St Therese Rectory at 508-995-5235 Monday through Friday from 9AM to 2PM or Donald St Gelais at 508-999-2680 at the National Enthronement Center.

Bereavement Committee Volunteers Needed

This Parish Ministry offers the services to everyone who has a death in the family at St John Neumann Church. The members prepare continental breakfasts & luncheons for families and friends who attended the funeral. If you would like to share your time and talent to this very important ministry please do so. For further information or to add your name to the roster please call Sue Silva 508 763-2083 or Rachel Constant 508-995-4269. Thank You!!

Sacrament of Confirmation

Please pray for all our candidates and sponsors as they approach the final days of their preparation to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation.

Confirmation II Candidates need to put these dates in your calendar. 

Sunday, April 11 – Rehearsal for Candidates only: 
meet at Neumann Hall at 5:30 PM

Wednesday, April 14 – Rehearsal for Candidates 
and Sponsors. Meet at church at 6:30 PM

Monday, April 26 – Mass and Rite of Confirmation 
will be celebrated at 7:00 PM by Msgr. John 
Oliveira. Meet at Neumann Hall with your 
sponsor at 6:00 PM.  

Divine Mercy Chaplet

On Thursday at 7PM the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be recited in the Chapel of St John Neumann Church. Come experience this beautiful prayer.
Liturgy of the Word for Children

Children ages 3 – 6 are invited to participate in the Liturgy of the Word for Children during the 9:30am Mass. Parents may bring their children to Neumann Hall where they will celebrate the Liturgy of the Word at an age appropriate level. They will be brought back to their families in church during the preparation rite of the Mass. On the 1st Sunday of each month, parents should bring their children directly to church. On these Sundays, Fr Rick will invite the children into the sanctuary for his homily.

March 28th in Neumann Hall

April Schedule 4th in Church

April 11th 18th and 25th in Neumann Hall.

Reception of Holy Communion
with the Precious Blood

Bishop George Coleman has issued a directive allowing the reinstatement of the sharing of the Precious Blood during Mass at the discretion of the pastor. Here at St. John Neumann, we will again invite parishioners to receive the Precious Blood beginning on April 1, Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper. The directives remind us that those who are not feeling well should refrain from sharing the cup. The complete text of the directives is posted on the bulletin board in the Sacristy. 

Pilgrimage In The Footsteps Of St Paul

Msgr. John J Smith will lead a 10-Day Pilgrimage: “Following In The Footsteps Of St Paul”, November 2, through November 12, 2010. As we follow in the “Footsteps of Paul”. Our pilgrimage will include a three-day Cruise along the Greek seacoast, visiting Turkey and Crete. Among many other sites, we will also visit the Acropolis, the Temple of Apollo, the Temple of Zeus, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and many other places, including the Chapel of Panaya Kapulu, where the Virgin Mary lived with St John. If you want more information, please call Msgr Smith: 508-675-3622.

Catholic School

Tuition Subsidy Forms

During February, the Catholic Schools in our area are conducting registration for new and returning students. The Diocese of Fall River asks each parish to offer what they can to assist families with tuition assistance. This assistance is given to families who have a demonstrated need, that is: without the parish assistance, families would be unable to enroll their students in a Catholic School. In order to qualify for assistance, parents must meet with Father Degagne to discuss eligibility. Other factors for granting assistance include weekly Sunday Mass attendance and parental and student involvement in the parish life. Parents must also apply to the Diocesan St. Mary’s Education Fund. Applications for this scholarship can be obtained through the school office where your student attends.

